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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To form a preform free from surface defects 
being fed to a final 

molding stage by keeping the parts of a heat-softened glass 
material 

corresponding to optical surfaces in noncontact with 
pressing means and by 

pressing the peripheries of the parts. 

CONSTITUTION: A glass material 1 is put on a support 
stand 4 . The material 

1 has such viscosity that it does not readily flow on the 
stand 4 . Upper and 

lower rings 2a, 2b are than pressed against both sides of 
the glass material 1. 

The glass of the pressed part flows and the glass at the 



inside of the rings 2 

flows toward the center, forming convexly raised parts in 
the rings 2 and 

producing curvature at each of the parts 7a, 7b 
corresponding to optical 

surfaces. When the parts 7a, 7b are raised to the desired 
convex shapes, the 

pressing of the rings 2a, 2b is stopped, the rings are 
detached and the 

required part of the glass material 1 is cut off with 

cutters 5 to obtain a 

preform 8 having the desired shape. 
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